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July	  1,	  2014	  
	  
	  
	  
To	  Whom	  It	  May	  Concern:	  
	  
Please	  allow	  this	  letter	  to	  serve	  as	  a	  ringing	  endorsement	  for	  the	  Pease	  Park	  Master	  Plan.	  	  APF	  has	  had	  a	  
long	  and	  prosperous	  relationship	  with	  the	  Pease	  Park	  Conservancy	  and	  are	  truly	  inspired	  by	  their	  efforts.	  	  
This	  master	  planning	  process	  is	  the	  latest	  in	  a	  long	  line	  of	  victories	  for	  this	  iconic,	  central	  Austin	  park.	  
	  

• Pease	  Park	  and	  Shoal	  Creek	  are	  some	  of	  Austin's	  most	  iconic	  spaces,	  yet	  have	  never	  had	  a	  master	  
plan.	  This	  park	  space	  will	  soon	  be	  under	  more	  pressure	  from	  new	  residents	  seeking	  recreational	  
outlets	  in	  the	  increasingly	  dense	  Downtown	  corridor.	  

	  
• The	  master	  plan	  grew	  out	  of	  a	  community	  initiative	  that	  was	  desirous	  of	  getting	  ahead	  of	  this	  

potentially	  negative	  impact	  of	  population	  growth.	  The	  goal	  is	  to	  preserve	  the	  space	  for	  posterity	  
and	  keep	  faith	  with	  the	  legacy	  left	  us	  by	  Governor	  Pease	  and	  Janet	  Fish.	  	  

	  
• The	  master	  plan	  was	  privately	  funded	  without	  any	  tax	  dollars	  and	  we	  are	  proud	  to	  be	  donors.	  	  

This	  is	  a	  unique	  accomplishment	  and	  a	  great	  example	  of	  a	  solid	  public-‐private	  partnership.	  
	  

• There	  was	  extensive	  public	  outreach	  involved	  in	  the	  master	  plan,	  including	  three	  well-‐attended	  
public	  meetings	  over	  an	  8-‐month	  period.	  	  Over	  1,000	  residents	  submitted	  their	  input	  to	  inform	  
the	  master	  plan.	  	  

	  
• The	  public	  input	  was	  remarkably	  consistent	  -‐	  support	  for	  the	  park	  as	  a	  natural	  green	  space	  that	  

was	  better	  maintained	  with	  better	  trails,	  more	  accessibility	  and	  a	  few	  more	  amenities,	  picnic	  
facilities	  and	  restrooms.	  The	  master	  plan	  dutifully	  addresses	  all	  of	  these	  interests.	  

	  
• Adoption	  of	  the	  master	  plan	  will	  pave	  the	  way	  to	  improvements	  in	  the	  space	  almost	  

immediately.	  This	  is	  a	  plan	  that	  will	  not	  sit	  on	  a	  shelf.	  The	  City	  has	  private	  partners	  ready	  to	  
push	  it	  forward.	  This	  is	  a	  great	  opportunity	  that	  we	  cannot	  afford	  to	  miss	  as	  a	  community.	  Now	  
is	  the	  time.	  

	  
We	  are	  excited	  about	  the	  prospect	  of	  seeing	  this	  master	  plan	  fully	  implemented	  in	  Pease	  Park.	  	  This	  is	  a	  
huge	  win	  for	  parks	  in	  Austin	  and	  for	  the	  city	  as	  a	  whole.	  	  We	  are	  proud	  to	  lend	  our	  full	  support	  to	  the	  
implementation	  of	  this	  much-‐needed	  plan.	  
	  
	  
Sincerely,	  
	  
	  
	  
Colin	  Wallis	  
Executive	  Director	  
Austin	  Parks	  Foundation	  
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August	  13,	  2014	  
	  
RE:	  Letter	  of	  Support	  for	  the	  Pease	  Park	  Master	  Plan	  
	  
To	  Whom	  It	  May	  Concern:	  	  
	  
On	  behalf	  of	  Shoal	  Creek	  Conservancy,	  we	  are	  writing	  to	  express	  support	  for	  the	  draft	  Pease	  Park	  Master	  
Plan	  and	  to	  share	  our	  recommendations	  for	  additional	  improvements	  to	  this	  Plan	  and	  future	  planning	  
efforts	  in	  this	  area.	  The	  content	  of	  this	  letter	  is	  based	  on	  our	  review	  of	  the	  draft	  Plan	  and	  the	  June	  2014	  
public	  meeting	  presentation.	  We	  appreciate	  the	  opportunity	  to	  share	  both	  our	  support	  and	  comments	  
and	  look	  forward	  to	  partnering	  with	  Pease	  Park	  Conservancy	  and	  the	  City	  along	  the	  creek.	  	  	  
	  
The	  Draft	  Master	  Plan	  provides	  thoughtful	  and	  creative	  visions	  for	  the	  future	  of	  Pease	  Park	  that	  
acknowledge	  community	  concerns	  while	  providing	  fresh	  ideas	  for	  the	  future.	  In	  particular,	  we	  
appreciate	  the	  focus	  on	  not	  only	  preserving	  the	  park’s	  unique	  cultural	  and	  historical	  resources,	  but	  also	  
including	  them	  as	  an	  integral	  component	  of	  the	  vision.	  Additionally,	  the	  concept	  of	  creating	  destinations	  
through	  series	  of	  distinct	  but	  connected	  “rooms”	  to	  visit	  along	  the	  trail	  dovetails	  nicely	  with	  the	  
Conservancy’s	  vision	  for	  the	  entire	  length	  of	  the	  Shoal	  Creek	  trail.	  We	  also	  commend	  the	  planners	  for	  
recognizing	  and	  prioritizing	  the	  need	  for	  improved	  connections	  from	  the	  park	  to	  the	  southern	  and	  
northern	  stretches	  of	  the	  trail	  and	  to	  nearby	  neighborhoods,	  particularly	  across	  Lamar	  Boulevard.	  	  
	  
Additionally,	  the	  draft	  Plan	  acknowledges	  that	  the	  health	  of	  Shoal	  Creek	  is	  central	  to	  the	  sustainability	  of	  
the	  greenway	  and	  the	  Park.	  It	  also	  notes	  that	  80%	  percent	  of	  the	  study	  area	  is	  within	  the	  100-‐year	  
floodplain	  and	  highlights	  the	  challenges	  posed	  to	  the	  Park	  by	  the	  creek’s	  altered	  hydrology	  and	  intense	  
flooding.	  	  Given	  this	  reality,	  although	  beyond	  the	  scope	  of	  this	  Plan,	  we	  would	  like	  to	  underscore	  the	  
critical	  importance	  of	  implementing	  watershed-‐wide	  solutions	  to	  the	  flood,	  erosion	  and	  water	  quality	  
issues	  facing	  Shoal	  Creek.	  	  
	  
The	  draft	  Plan	  focuses	  primarily	  on	  storm	  water	  erosion	  control	  and	  expansion	  of	  the	  City’s	  restoration	  
projects	  and	  presents	  useful	  recommendations	  for	  slowing	  the	  flow	  of	  water	  in	  the	  immediate	  area.	  
Ideally,	  given	  the	  severity	  of	  the	  issues,	  any	  plan	  for	  this	  area	  would	  discuss	  solutions	  to	  creek	  issues	  
with	  more	  depth	  and	  breadth.	  Addressing	  these	  issues	  at	  the	  watershed	  scale	  will	  be	  key	  to	  ensuring	  
long-‐term	  sustainability	  and	  successful	  implementation	  of	  major	  components	  of	  the	  Plan,	  including,	  as	  
noted	  in	  the	  Plan,	  riparian	  habitat	  restoration.	  The	  Conservancy	  looks	  forward	  to	  partnering	  with	  Pease	  
Park	  Conservancy	  and	  the	  City	  to	  pursue	  these	  solutions	  to	  these	  larger-‐scale	  challenges.	  	  	  
	  
Furthermore,	  Chapter	  1	  of	  the	  draft	  Plan	  recommends	  additional	  detailed	  natural	  resources	  studies	  to	  
provide	  support	  on	  a	  site-‐	  and	  project-‐specific	  basis.	  The	  Conservancy	  agrees	  with	  the	  needs	  for	  these	  
additional	  studies	  in	  the	  future;	  however,	  we	  remain	  concerned	  about	  the	  incompleteness	  of	  the	  
information	  in	  and	  the	  subsequent	  recommendations	  derived	  from	  the	  draft	  Natural	  Resources	  
Inventory.	  	  
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In	  our	  rapidly	  growing	  city,	  Austin's	  parks	  are	  virtually	  the	  only	  spaces	  within	  our	  urban	  environment	  
where	  citizens	  are	  offered	  an	  opportunity	  to	  connect	  with	  the	  broader	  natural	  world	  that	  surrounds	  us.	  
These	  public	  spaces	  are	  the	  physical	  representatives	  of	  our	  natural	  heritage.	  A	  comprehensive	  and	  
holistic	  approach	  to	  Pease	  Park	  planning	  is	  needed	  to	  ensure	  that	  Austin's	  natural	  patrimony	  continues	  
intact	  for	  future	  generations.	  In	  fact,	  there	  is	  no	  greater	  responsibility	  for	  any	  park	  plan	  than	  to	  ensure	  
the	  integrity	  of	  the	  natural,	  and	  historical,	  resources	  protected	  in	  these	  public	  spaces.	  	  
	  
To	  this	  end,	  while	  we	  support	  this	  iteration	  of	  the	  plan	  as	  presented,	  we	  emphasize	  that	  the	  report	  is	  
incomplete.	  	  It	  is	  not	  a	  complete	  strategy	  that	  will	  guide	  PARD	  in	  its	  management	  decisions.	  We	  
understand	  the	  limitations	  of	  budget	  and	  time	  necessarily	  restricted	  what	  could	  and	  could	  not	  be	  
expected	  of	  this	  phase	  of	  the	  Pease	  Park	  planning	  effort.	  In	  fact,	  we	  congratulate	  the	  consultants	  on	  
being	  able	  to	  accomplish	  what	  they	  have	  within	  these	  limitations.	  	  However,	  we	  believe	  that	  the	  Pease	  
Park	  Master	  Plan	  will	  be	  finished	  and	  a	  significantly	  more	  useful	  document	  once	  a	  complete	  resource	  
inventory	  (baseline)	  is	  concluded,	  along	  with	  comprehensive	  interpretation,	  engagement,	  and	  public	  use	  
strategies.	  	  
	  
Thank	  you	  in	  advance	  for	  your	  consideration.	  While	  we	  have	  expressed	  some	  concerns	  and	  
recommended	  improvements	  regarding	  particular	  aspects	  of	  the	  Plan,	  we	  offer	  our	  support	  for	  the	  
adoption	  of	  this	  Plan.	  Please	  feel	  free	  contact	  me	  with	  any	  questions	  at	  
Joanna@shoalcreekconservancy.org	  or	  512-‐474-‐2412.	  
	  
Sincerely,	  	  
	  

	  
Joanna	  Lynn	  Wolaver	  	   	   	   	   Ted	  Eubanks	  
Executive	  Director	   	   	   	   Board	  Member	  
	  
Board	  of	  Directors	  
Ted	  Siff,	  President	   	   Albert	  Stowell,	  Treasurer	  
Jo-‐Dee	  Benson	   	   	   Ted	  Eubanks	  
Perry	  Lorenz	  
	  

www.shoalcreekconservancy.org	  
707 West Avenue, Suite 101  Austin, Texas 78701 

Phone: 512-474-2412 Fax: 512-474-2417 E-Mail: info@shoalcreekconservancy.org 

APPENDIX M:  LETTERS OF SUPPORT

13

DRAFT



APPENDIX M:  LETTERS OF SUPPORT

14

DRAFT



APPENDIX M:  LETTERS OF SUPPORT

15

DRAFT



APPENDIX M:  LETTERS OF SUPPORT

16

DRAFT


	Appendix M Cover
	Appendix M
	AnnButler
	Austin Parks Foundation
	Brykerwoods Neighborhood Association-2
	Carolyn Long
	Downtown Austin Alliance
	Downtown Austin Neighborhood Alliance
	Friends oft he Forest
	Jill Nokes
	Pease Park Conservancy
	Pemberton Heights Neighborhood Association
	Preservation Austin
	Shoal Creek Conservancy
	Sinclair Black
	Steiner
	Treefolks




